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 Average Course Quality (by department)
REMEMBER: “1” IS THE HIGHEST QUALITY, “5” THE LOWEST.

Average Course Workload (by department)
REMEMBER: “1” IS THE EASIEST WORKLOAD, “5” THE TOUGHEST.

Top 10

“EASIEST” COURSES NOTE BENE
Top 10

“HARDEST” COURSES

CHBE 100, Zygourakis — 1.001. 
CHBE 100, Cox — 1.002. 
POLI 599, Stoll — 1.003. 
PSYC 485, Chen — 1.004. 
BIOE 202, Igoshin — 1.105. 
ESCI 103, Droxler — 1.256. 
MUSI 117, Siu  — 1.297. 
UNIV 220, Grace — 1.408. 
CHEM 210. Tour — 1.429. 
MECH 340, Gesenhues — 1.5010. 

Any course cross-listed under more than one 
department will appear in both locations, and is 
included in both averages.

Departments with less than five courses eval-
uated were not included in any calculations.  
Department graphs were included on space-
availability basis, judged partially by the relative 
number of courses offered by the departments 
of each school.

ARCH 302, Finley— 5.001. 
COMP 415, Wong — 5.002. 
CHBE 305, Zygourakis — 4.863. 
MECH 408, Loos — 4.834. 
COMP 314, Wallach — 4.825. 
CHBE 404, Cox — 4.806. 
MATH 427, Bufetov — 4.717. 
ANTH 408, Robinson — 4.678. 
CHIN 202, Shen — 4.679. 
ELEC 433, Hunter — 4.6710. 
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TAKE YOUR PICK
Spring 2009 Course Evaluations Results

TEXT, DESIGN & LAYOUT BY SEAN McBEATH, ERIC DOCTOR, AND ZACH CASTLE

NOTES ON INTERPRETATION
QUALITY:
Quality is the average student response to the question, “Overall, I would rate 
the quality of this course as ...” Quality is ranked on a scale of 1–5, with 1 being 
the highest quality, 5 the lowest.  Thus, the courses with the quality ranking 
closest to 1 have been evaluated as the highest quality courses.

WORKLOAD:
Workload is the average student response to the question, “The workload for 
this course compared to others at Rice was ...” Workload is ranked on a scale 
of 1–5, with 1 being the easiest workload, 5 the hardest.  Thus, the courses with 
the work load closest to 1 have been evaluated as the easiest courses.

RESULTS
The quality rankings are always on the lefthand side, the work-
load rankings on the right.  As a result of the numbering system 
employed by the Registrar’s Office, the best-quality and easiest-
workload courses are at the top of their department’s charts.  The 
lowest-ranked and most difficult courses fall at the bottom of the 
charts.  The gray bars running below each chart mark the space 
between 2 and 3, for reference.  The average quality and workload 
for each school and department is also listed.
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CHIN Chinese  Studies

FREN French Studies  

GERM German Studies  

EDUC Education

ENGL English

HART Art History

School of Humanities
average course quality: 1.61 average course workload: 2.80

FILM Film Studies

CLAS Classical Studies

HUMA Humanities

Average Quality: 1.58 
Average Workload: 3.13

Average Quality: 1.89
Average Workload: 3.50

Average Quality: 1.62
Average Workload: 2.69

Average Quality: 1.89
Average Workload: 3.12

Average Quality: 1.58 
Average Workload: 2.98

Average Quality: 1.69
Average Workload: 3.12

Average Quality: 1.60
Average Workload: 3.02

Average Quality: 1.64
Average Workload: 3.07

Average Quality: 1.71
Average Workload: 2.92
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HIST History

KINE Kinesiology

THEA Theatrical Studies

ARTS Visual Arts

LING Linguistics

PHIL Philosophy

RELI Religious Studies

SPAN Spanish Studies  

Average Quality: 1.69
Average Workload: 3.20

Average Quality: 1.97
Average Workload: 2.79

Average Quality: 1.80
Average Workload: 2.76

Average Quality: 1.82
Average Workload: 2.79

Average Quality: 1.63
Average Workload: 3.05

Average Quality: 1.74
Average Workload: 3.02

Average Quality: 1.42
Average Workload: 2.50

Average Quality: 1.63
Average Workload: 3.27
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ANTH Anthropology

School of Social Sciences
average course quality: 1.78 average course workload: 3.36

ASIA Asian Studies

BUSI Business

COMM     Communication

ECON     Economics

EDUC     Education

POLI   Political Science

SMGT  Sports Management

Average Quality: 1.74
Average Workload: 3.32

Average Quality: 1.79
Average Workload: 3.27

Average Quality: 1.71
Average Workload: 2.74

Average Quality: 2.00
Average Workload: 3.12

Average Quality: 1.89
Average Workload: 3.04

Average Quality: 1.62
Average Workload: 2.69

Average Quality: 1.80
Average Workload: 2.93

Average Quality: 1.57
Average Workload: 2.88
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School of Natural Sciences
average course quality: 1.88 average course workload:2.97

PSYC   Psychology

SOCI   Sociology

SWGS  Study of Women, Gender and Sexuality

ASTR    Astronomy 

BIOS    Biological Sciences

Average Quality: 1.88
Average Workload: 2.86

Average Quality: 1.59
Average Workload: 3.39

Average Quality: 2.02
Average Workload: 3.37

Average Quality: 2.04
Average Workload: 3.12

Average Quality: 1.88
Average Workload: 3.03



the Rice ThresherFriday, November 13, 2009 6EVALUATIONS

Q
UA

LI
TY

 —
 Q

UA
LI

TY
 —

 Q
UA

LI
TY

 —
 Q

UA
LI

TY
 —

 Q
UA

LI
TY

 —
 Q

UA
LI

TY
 —

 Q
UA

LT
Y 

 —
 Q

UA
LI

TY
 —

 Q
UA

LI
TY

  —
 Q

UA
LI

TY
 —

 Q
UA

LT
IY

W
OR

KL
OA

D 
—

 W
OR

KL
OA

D 
—

 W
OR

KL
OA

D 
—

 W
OR

KL
OA

D 
—

 W
OR

KL
OA

D 
—

 W
OR

KL
OA

D 
—

 W
OR

KL
OA

D 
—

 W
OR

KL
OA

D 
 —

 W
OR

KL
OA

D 2     3  2     3

CAAM  Computation and Applied Mathematics

CHEM  Chemistry

COMP  Computer Science

Average Quality: 1.79
Average Workload: 3.21

Average Quality: 1.87
Average Workload: 2.93

Average Quality: 1.88
Average Workload: 3.45

Average Quality: 1.86
Average Workload: 2.53

Average Quality: 1.84
Average Workload: 2.74

Average Quality: 1.65
Average Workload: 2.66

Average Quality: 1.58
Average Workload: 3.00

Average Quality: 1.91
Average Workload: 2.53

ENST  Environmental Sustainability

ESCI   Earth Science

HEAL  Health Science

MSCI  Material Science

NSCI  Natural Sciences
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School of Engineering
average course quality: 1.95 average course workload: 3.04

Average Quality: 1.85
Average Workload: 3.00

Average Quality: 2.04
Average Workload: 3.20

Average Quality: 2.10
Average Workload: 3.19

Average Quality: 2.02
Average Workload: 3.16

Average Quality: 2.06
Average Workload: 3.13

MATH  Mathematics

PHYS  Physics

STAT Statistics

BIOE Bioengineering

CHBE Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering



Top 10

“HARDEST” MAJORS

COMP — 3.451. 
SOCI — 3.392. 
SWGS — 3.373. 
ANTH — 3.324. 
ARTS —3.275. 
ASIA — 3.276. 
ELEC — 3.247. 
CAAM — 3.218. 
HIST — 3.209. 
PHYS — 3.2010. 

Top 10

“EASIEST” MAJORS

THEA — 2.501. 
ENST — 2.532. 
NSCI — 2.533. 
ENGI — 2.564. 
HEAL — 2.665. 
EDUC —2.696. 
ESCI — 2.747. 
BUSI — 2.748. 
LING — 2.769. 
PHIL — 2.7910. 

Top 10

“BEST QUALITY”

THEA — 1.421. 
SMGT — 1.572. 
CLAS — 1.583. 
FILM — 1.584. 
MSCI — 1.585. 
SOCI — 1.596. 
EDUC — 1.627. 
ARTS — 1.638. 
RELI — 1.639. 
HEAL — 1.6510. 
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Average Quality: 2.01
Average Workload: 3.07

Average Quality: 1.76
Average Workload: 3.24

Average Quality: 2.09
Average Workload: 3.05

Average Quality: 1.78
Average Workload: 2.56

CEVE Civil Engineering

ELEC Electrical Engineering

ENGI Engineering

MECH Mechanical Engineering


